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MONTANA STRING QUARTET 
TOURS TO HELENA AND BOZEMAN
MISSOULA—
The Montana String Quartet from the University of Montana will give a performance 
in Helena April 8 at 8 p.m. in the Plymouth Congregational Church, and in Bozeman 
April 9 at 8 p.m. in the Recital Hall of the Montana State University Music Building. 
Both performances are free and open to the public.
The tour is sponsored by the UM music department and the Helena public schools. 
While in Helena on April 8, the group will also conduct workshops for music students 
in both public high schools.
The program for the performances will include "Quartet in F major, op. 59, 
no. 1," by Beethoven; "Quartet in D major, K. 285, for flute and strings," by Mozart; 
and "Quartet No. 1, op. 10," by Debussy.
The Montana String Quartet has been in existence for nearly 25 years and has 
been featured in recitals and clinics throughout the state. Currently the group 
includes Walter Olivares, violin; Kurt Sprenger, violin; Bernard McWilliams, viola; 
and Fern Glass, cello. Flutist Debra Shorrock will also accompany the group on tour.
Olivares, a native of Santiago, Chile, earned his bachelor's and master's 
degrees at Texas Tech University, where he studied with Dr. James Barber. He has 
toured the United States extensively and has appeared in the Lincoln Center in New York, 
and the Library of Congress and the Pan American Union in Washington, D.C. He is an 
assistant professor of music at UM.
Sprenger, a recent UM graduate in music, has won the Billings Symphony Concerto 
competition. He has served as concertmaster of the UM Little Symphony for the 
past three years and is presently assistant concertmaster of the Missoula Symphony 
Orchestra. (over)
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McWilliams, associate professor of music at UM, holds a doctorate in music from 
the University of Iowa. He has studied viola under Joel Berman, Glen Swan, Sanford 
Schonbach and William Preucil. McWilliams is the principal violist of the Missoula 
Symphony.
Glass is a recent addition to the UM faculty as assistant professor of music.
She earned her master of music degree from Yale University in 1978. Glass has 
performed in concert tours of the Midwest, given numerous solo and chamber recitals 
in the eastern United States, and has appeared in the Carnegie Recital Hall, New 
York City, as a part of the Rymour Quartet.
Shorrock, assistant professor of music at UM, studied flute with Felix Skowronek 
at the University of Washington where she received her bachelor's degree. She went 
on to earn a master's degree at the University of New Hampshire. Shorrock is a 
frequent performer with the University Faculty Woodwind Quintet and the Missoula 
Civic Symphony.
###
CUTLINE FOR PHOTO #1
Members of the Montana String Quartet, which resides at the University of 
Montana, are, from left: Bernard McWilliams, viola; Kurt Sprenger, violin;
Walter Olivares, violin; and Fern Glass, cello.
